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As always, the first priority of Whitfield County Schools is the safety and well-being of our 
students, staff, and their families. Therefore, our school district is closely monitoring the 
Coronavirus situation and is making the necessary preparations in case the virus becomes more 
prevalent in our community. In situations like this, we always take our guidance from the 
medical professionals at our local Health Department and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
in Atlanta. At this time, they are telling us that we are at low risk for the spread of the virus. 
As a system, we are being proactive in the prevention of any spread of the virus. We contract 
with a cleaning company to clean all of our facilities every day. They are using cleaning 
solutions designed to kill the Coronavirus. 

There are specific hygiene strategies that will help protect all of us from contracting the disease. 
These include: 

• Wash hands often with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol 
based hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available 

• A void touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, and then throw the tissue in the trash. If you 

do not have a tissue, cough into the elbow. 
• Keep children home from school if they are sick. Allow them some time to feel better so 

that they do not risk infecting others. 
• A void close contact with people who are sick. 

We are told that the best prevention at school is to wash hands. Our teachers are diligent to give 
students opportunities to wash their hands frequently. They are supervising younger children to 
make sure that they are washing hands thoroughly. 

Symptoms of the Corona virus are fever, onset of a cough, and shortness of breath. Symptoms 
appear 2 to 14 days after exposure, and the average incubation period is reported to be about 5 
days. Eighty percent of patients with confirmed Coronavirus have only mild symptoms. If your 
children have any of these symptoms, please do not send them to school. 

At this time the Georgia Department of Public Health has advised us that students who are not ill 
can safely attend school. The Georgia Department of Education is in regular contact with the 
Department of Health, and we receive updates almost daily. If their recommendations change, 
we will certainly let you know. 



Should it become necessary to close a school or schools, our Teaching and Leaming staff has a 
plan for continuing the education of our students. Of course, the plan varies with the grade 
level. Should we need to close, you will receive more specific information. Additional 
information on continuation of academics would be placed on our Whitfield County Schools 
website in the event of closure. 

A good source of reliable and accurate information on the virus can be found at the following 
websites: 

https://dph.georgia.gov/ 
https://www.cdc.gov/ 

Sincerely, 

[lea al- cs@> 
Dr. Judy Gilreath 
Superintendent 


